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Dear P h i l ,  

Thank you f o r  your  l e t t e r  of  26 March. I a m  n o t  s u r e  what you  
would l i k e  from me. I have  w r i t t e n  two a r t i c l e s  ( N a t u r e  (1968) 219,  
808-810 and N a t u r e  (1974)  -' 218 787-783)  s e t t i n g  o u t  R o s a l i n d  F r a n k l i n ' s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  D N A ,  and I t h i n k  
e v e r y o n e  a g r e e s  siie p l a y e d  a major  role i n  i t .  We a l s o  now know t h a t  
s h e  WPS c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t h a n  many peop le  r e a l i s c d ,  b u t ,  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  d i d n '  t complain a t  b e i n g  "bea ten"  s i n c e  t h e r e  n e v e r  
was a "race". 

However, i f  s h e  i s  t o  b e  honoured,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t  s o  much as  a 
"woman of s c i e n c c " b u t  f o r  her c r u c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  s o r t i n g  o u t  t h e  

A and t h e  E forms, e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e  phospha te s  were on t h e  o u t s i d e  
and d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  h e l i c a l  p a r a m e t e r s  which i i t f r c "  used by  C r i c k  and 
Watson i n  t h e i r  model.  

The f a c t  i s  R o s a l i n d  was n e v e r  an a c t i v e  f e m i n i s t ,  b u t  simply 
evoked o r  c r e a t e d  r e s p e c t  i n  h e r  own r i g h t  as a p e r s o n ,  arid I t h i n k  
s h e  migh t  have found some of t h e  p r e s e n t  a t t i t u d e s  soinewnat d i s t a s t e f u l .  
T h e r e  is  a l s o ,  i n e v i t a b l y ,  a f a i r  amount of d i s c u s s i o n  ss  t o  whe the r  
she would have s o l v e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  on h e r  own. O n e  caa o n l y  g u e s s ,  
b u t  my view,  as s t a t e d ,  i s  t h a t  she would have done so  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
though n o t  c . i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f l o u r i s h  of C r i c k .  I t  i s  sometlines 
s a i d  t h a t  s h e  madz a s t r a t e g i c a l  c l i s t zke  i n  p u r s u i n g  t h e  A form,  and 
so  o n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  a g a i n  one i s  o n l y  s a y i n g  tha t  she w a s n ' t  F r a n c i s  C r i c k .  

I t  i s  c lear  t h a t  she was a n  o u t s x a n d i n g l y  good e x p e r i m e n t a l  
s c i e n t i s t  w i t h  a c u t e  p w e r s  of o b s e r v a t i o n  anu a c l e a r  p o w c r i u l  mind , 
b u t  n o t  o f  t h e  h i g h l y  i m a g i n a t i v e  v a r i e t y .  I t h i n k  she w a s  of' t h e  f i r s t  
r a n k  and , d o u b t l e s s ,  had s h e  l i v e d ,  would have accumulated nany honours .  

Yours  s i n c e r e l y ,  


